ISSUE 03 • TERM 3 • 2017

CPAHS GAZETTE
A MAGAZINE FOR STUDENTS BY STUDENTS

5-6

CONTENTS
FEATURE STORY

1-4

Year 12 Graduates of 2017

MAJOR EVENTS

5-6
Year 7 and 8 Gala Day 7-8
Circus Festival 9-10
ATSI Events 11-12
Science Week

Staff Photographer

Ms Caruana

Editor in Chief

Ms Tishler

Editorial Co-ordinator

Miss Love

Editorial Co-ordinator

Ms Woo

3

CONTENTS

BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

13-14 Young Writers Day
15-16 Fast Forward and Maker Space
17-18 Red Nose Day and Project-Based Learning Evening
19-20 Jye Dawson and Taylah Martin on Future Aspirations
RISING STAR

21
22

Cassandra Turnbull
Congratulations to Jacob Wright

18

13

2017 GRADUATES
OF CPAHS

Congratulations
Year 12

BY: RUBY TUFUI,
MAX WALKER AND
NICOLE SKYLLASVOSOTA

National Science Week went off
with a blast during week 5 of Term
3 at CPAHS. The Science Faculty

The highlight of Science Week

showcased some amazing science

was a performance from Surfing

experiments during the week and

Scientist, Ruben Meerman. He

invited students to get involved.

performed a range of awe-inspiring

Science teachers provided

experiments and gave students

students with hands-on experience

plenty of insights about the

of a range of awesome

application of science to everyday

experiments, including Mr Norris

living. The theme of this year’s

launching rockets and Ms

National Science Week is “Future

Assadourian making handy DIY

Earth”, which explores a range of

terrarium. Other events include a

scientific issues from sustainability,

paper plane competition and

energy and agriculture to water,

construction of lava lamps.

technology and current research.
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Surfing Scientist Ruben Meerman

Ms Assadourian and Year 7 students making terrariums

Year 7 and 8 students attended Gala Day on Wednesday, 23 August. This is
an annual event where CPAHS students compete with competitors from other
schools in different sporting events. As one of the participants, I took part in
netball, which was a lot of fun. Before the game, we started doing some
warm-ups. We were then allocated into teams and the games started shortly
after that. Each game lasted for about ten minutes with five-minute breaks in
between, giving us time to take a breath and grab a quick drink.
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At the end of the day,
we were happy to win
a few games. Before
heading back to
school, we managed
to squeeze in an extra
game with students
from our school just
for fun. It was an
enjoyable day for both
students and
teachers.

YEAR

8 BO
YS SO
GRAN
CCER
D FIN
AL
WINN
ERS

ARTICLE BY:
EMILY BLACK

Campbelltown Performing Arts High
School Circus Arts students were
invited to participate at the recent
Schools Circus Festival held at
Nepean Creative and Performing
Arts High School. This is the first
ever Schools Circus festival and
students from as far away as Dubbo
and Queanbeyan also attended the
festival. The students participated in
a series of specialised workshops,
learning a variety of circus skills from
industry professionals.
Our students involved were were
fantastic ambassadors for our school
and demonstrated a great
commitment to their art form.
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The NSW Aboriginal Secondary
Students' Great Debate is an
annual event which showcases
the public speaking and
debating skills of elite academic
Aboriginal students. Students
from different parts of Sydney
are chosen to compete in
authentic debates on current
Aboriginal affairs. This year, our
school team was made up of
four girls from Year 9 and 10.
Airley Hegh opened our
argument with gusto and
persuasion, followed by Brianna
Blair who tore down the
opposing arguments of the
Affirmative side, finally
concluding with the powerful
voice of Courtney Calrow who
delivered heartfelt statements of
truth and facts wrapped up with
her passion for the topic.

The
Great
Debate
Behind the scenes was our nonAboriginal delegate, Emily
Dean, who was team advisor
and scribe. Our team was a
force to contend with. The
debate was conducted within
the NSW Parliament, which
provided the formal setting for a
grand debate. The title of the
topic was 'The Government
should preserve Indigenous
languages.' Being on the
opposing side of this argument,
the task of convincing voters
would not be easy. In the end,
our team swayed the vote in our
favour. Prior to the debate, 88%
of the voters believed that the
Government should preserve
Indigenous languages; after our
team’s presentation of the
arguments, the voting for the
Government decreased by 50%.

The M.C. for the day
was also a member of
our school community,
Braxton Hegh.
Teachers and leaders
at the event were
thoroughly impressed
with Braxton's
professionalism as well
as his cool, calm
approach. It was most
encouraging to see our
students being
passionate about
Aboriginal issues.

Students from Year 9 and 10, along
with students from high schools around
the south-west region, attended an
excursion to Dharawal National Park on
Friday, 8th September as part of the
Pathway to Dreaming Program which
aims to prepare students for tertiary
education. During the day, students
were divided into two groups. The first
group students learnt about the different
types of bush tucker such as native
currants called geebung, which taste
like sour green apples filled with
beneficial vitamins. Students also learnt
how to survive in the Bush by using
certain plants for specific purposes.

In the second part of the tour, students
were taught about how to sustainably
manage bushland and the environment.
Students learnt that there are methods
that promote natural regeneration of
bushland such as using fire and
removing weeds. The excursion
enabled students to reconnect with
nature and understand their place within
it. Caitlin: “It was a good experience
learning more about the land and my
country.” Kaleb: “This experience has
taught me about nature and how to
protect and preserve it for the future
generation.”

Return to
Nature

2017

YOUNG
WRITERS DAY
AN INSPIRATIONAL EXPERIENCE FOR ALL

This year’s Young Writers’ Day was held at the University of
Western Sydney on Friday, 15 September. A group of Year 10
students along with Ms Woo eagerly participated in a range of
writing workshops, covering different types of writing from fiction and
non-fiction to poetry and drama. It was an inspirational day, with the
key note address presented by Winnie Dunn, Tongan-Australian
writer from Mt Druitt. She urged young writers to find their distinctive
voice in their own stories and to subvert single narratives that often
marginalise certain nationalities and race. Her advice to young
writers is to seek regular feedback from a trusted mentor and don’t
be disheartened by constructive criticisms. Every attendee walked
away feeling inspired and energised to become a better writer.

Not just for students, the teacher workshop presented by renowned writer of
children and young adult fiction, Deborah Abela, provided valuable insights on the
creative writing process. Deborah provided teachers with a range of useful teaching
strategies and resources to encourage students to write creatively and
imaginatively. The three basic ingredients that every writer needs before they start
writing are characters, setting and conflict. Another useful advice from Deborah is
that every part of your story has to earn the right to be there. If a character,
chapter, sub-plot, paragraph, sentence or word doesn’t add something new, get rid
of it. Useful tips to keep in mind next time you are writing that story.

Fast forward article
AWAITING WRITE
UP FROM
STUDENTS
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Red Nose Day is held every
year on the last Friday of
June to raise funds for the
prevention of Sudden Infant
Death Syndrome (SIDS).

Also referred to as cot death or crib death, SIDS occurs unexpectedly in babies and children
during their sleep. In Australia since 2013, 117 babies and children under the age of one have
died unexpectedly. Of those, 54 deaths were identified as SIDS-related. Through the
organisation of the Student Representative Council (SRC), our school community supported
this worthy cause on 30th June 2017. To raise funds in support of Red Nose Day, the SRC set
up a stall where students can either have a red nose or a red love heart painted, or get their
hair sprayed in red for a gold coin donation. The SRC raised a total of $188 to contribute
towards further research on the prevention of SIDS. Thank you to the SRC and Miss Mitchell
for their organization, and every student who contributed to raising funds to help researchers

Thanks

SRC

understand more about this disorder.

CONNECTED
COMMUNITIES
EXPO NIGHT

Project Based
Learning

Connected Communities Expo
Night was held on Monday,
28th of August. The evening
showcased project-based
learning across a number of
subject areas, including
Performng Arts, TAS, English,
PDHPE and Visual Arts. The
focus of the projects was on
meeting the needs of our
Community. PDHPE students
raised awareness about the
social adversities affecting
teenagers in our local
community, while Visual Arts

students exhibited their
photographs of nature in the
Macarthur region. Performing
Arts students, along with Ms
Halloway, entertained our
guests with live performances.
It was a well-attended and
enjoyable evening, providing
students with an opportunity to
connect their learning to their
local community and making a
difference to their own and
others’ lives.
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AWAITING WRITE UP FROM STUDENTS

perhaps congratulations
to jacob wright on u20
west tigers team?
have not heard back from him
about this though..
maybe final farewell
to yr 12 message from Diana ?
Any other suggestions?
What do you think?

Back Cover?
What should we say?

