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Last term saw a fantastic exhibition
night from Year 7 Humanities and
STEM. At exhibition, students had the
opportunity to proudly share their
learning products with friends, parents
and community members.  
 
One component of the Humanities
end product was a magazine that
highlighted the EXTRAORDINARY
people we have in our wider
community. Students interviewed
members of our local area and wrote
biographical narratives which
highlighted the compassion,
generosity and selflessness of people
within our wider community.   
 

HUMANITIES 
UPDATE

OUR MAGAZINE!



In STEM, students created and presented
innovative products that reduced the use of

non-renewable energy within our school
and at home. Their products were varied,

sophisticated and highly original. 
 

Exhibition night was a huge success with
over 400 people in attendance. It was

wonderful to see the students beaming
with pride following their hard work in Term

2. The feedback from parents and
community was outstanding, with parents
and community members commenting on

the incredible standard of the products
students made and the maturity our Year 7

students showed towards their  learning. 

STEM 
UPDATE



ATHLETICS 

CARNIVAL 2018

This year, our annual Athletics Carnival was
held on Wednesday, the 20th of July, on our
school oval after being postponed due to the
rainy weather. However, it certainly didn't
dampen students' enthusiasm as they took
part in a host of track and field events,
including discus, shot put, high and long
jump, javelin, 100m and 400m sprint races 
amongst other events. 
Every participant earned points for their 
sporting house. The winning team on  
the day was Fisher house with 1073 
points.



 
What was the hardest part about
arranging today? 
The fact that it was cancelled the first time
and then we had to organise how we were
going to run it at school. We had to make
sure that we had enough staff on each
event. 
 
What would you say to get kids involved
in athletics at a school level? 
Just give it a go! It can be a lot of fun. I
know some of the techniques are difficult,
but if you get involved I think you can have 
a really great time. 
 
 
 

MR BERKELEY

 
What is something you would change
next year? 
If we were to have it at school again, I'd
probably make sure we have the lines
set up beautifully for our 400m race. 
 
What is your favourite event here
today? 
Probably long jump, I love seeing you
guys jump into the sand and have heaps
of fun with it! 
 
 

MS LOWCOCK

ISAAC LE BEAU
What events did you
participate in and which event
do you think you are the
strongest in? 
I was in all of the track and field
events today as I enjoy
participating in all of them.  
I think if I had to choose, I think I
am strongest in the running
races, shot put and discus. 



THE COLOUR RUN.
On Tuesday, 8th of May, students had a fun-filled day participating in the
school's annual Cross Country races. The highlight of the day was the Colour
Run, which was in its second year. Lots of students from all year groups
eagerly took part in the event. Students were emblazoned with an array of
bright colours and had huge smiles on their faces as they were splashed with
colour. Thank you to the PE faculty for organising such a successful event,
providing students with lots of fun while keeping them active at the same time.
It was a great day for everyone who participated. Students are eagerly looking
forward to the 2019 Colour Run! 

CPAHS CROSS COUNTRY &





HARMONY DAY

Harmony Day was celebrated in high spirits again this year. Students were
proud to be given the opportunity to represent their culture and put on a very
impressive whole school performance. The audience cheered and clapped

after every dance and song as they proudly acknowledged the many different
cultures that make up our school community. 

It was clear through the enthusiastic applause and lively cheering that the
audience's favourite act was the HAKA performance. 

With vibrant and upbeat music, the audience was swept away by another
outstanding performance.  

  
 
 

2018

BY RACHEL BEITELIS





The History of 
Campbelltown Performing 

ArtsHigh School 

Did you know that there was a time when students

living in Campbelltown would have to travel to as far

as Parramatta and Granville, and in some cases even

as far as Homebush, just to attend high school? Prior
to 1954, there was no local high school in

Campbelltown until the Department of Education
built it and established Campbelltown High School

which provided secondary classes to students living inthe area. 

In 1988, the Department of School

Education began a pilot scheme to

create performing arts departments

in high schools. With a reputation

for being innovative with curriculum

and welfare, Campbelltown High

School officially became a specialist

performing arts high school in

1993.  



The Cygnet
Before the "CPAHS 

Gazette",  
"The Cygnet" was 

Campbelltown High 
School's annual 

magazine. The Cygnet was 
introduced in 1956.

School Song 
For our tradition our town is filled with 
pride, would that all those figures could 

stand here side by side: Macquarie, Hume 
and Hovell and other men of fame. Have all 

added to our town's renowned name. 
So let us stand in honour to sing and hope 

that the future such merit will bring. Viribus 
units we achieve success through unity. 

So if this school our town can justly say to 
many greater honours we'll surely pave the 
way. Whether now we study or play out on 
the field, by all our past endeavours a loyal 

bond is sealed

Written by Mia Ha

1956 
School Song



On Tuesday, 26th of June, a group of Year 8 students went on an excursion to the Powerhouse
Museum accompanied by Ms Woo, where they participated in two workshops - Poetry Writing and

Circuitry. In the first workshop, they met an accomplished poet, Toby Fitch, who taught them to
compose a form of poem called a Pantoum. It is a tricky form of poetry to write but it sounds amazing

when it is finished because it includes a number of repeated lines which are placed into stanzas. 
 

During the poetry writing workshop, students were told about the Poetry Object Poetry Writing
competition which is organised by the Red Room Company. To enter the competition, students across
NSW are encouraged to choose a special talismanic object which they compose a poem about in any

form and it can be up to 20 lines long. All students at CPAHS are encouraged to enter to win some
great prizes and get their poem published. Thanks to the staff at the Powerhouse Museum and Red

Room Poetry, and Ms Woo who gave us the opportunity to learn about a new type of poetry and
realise how it can be used to tell different stories. 

 
After lunch students attended a second workshop where they completed a STEM activity on Circuitry.

Students used magnetic ink pens to construct a circuit, incorporating fragments from their poems in the
first workshop. Students had a lot of fun creating their very own light-up object. 

 

PANTOUM IS THE 
POWERHOUSE OF CHOICE.

By Courtney Timmins & Evelyn Tyrokomos 





LEARNING ADVISORY DAY 
Y E A R  8

On Thursday, 21st of June, Year 8
students participated in a Learning
Advisory Day – a day which
focused on student wellbeing,
supported students to reflect upon
their learning and goals, and
prepared them for Student-led
Conferences, which will take place
in early Term 3. 
 
The objective of the day was for
students to get to understand
themselves better as learners and
to engage in a continuous process
of self- reflection. The day also
allowed Learning Advisors to work
closely with students in preparation
for Student-Led Conferences. 
The day started with a range of fun
activities that focused on building
the students’ collaborative, critical
thinking and communication skills. 
 
Students were thoroughly engaged
in the Marshmallow Challenge,
Beat the Bomb (utilising virtual
reality), and the Amazing Race.
Students then worked with their
Learning Advisors to reflect upon
work from across their subjects and
to plan next steps in their learning.  
 
Overall, the feedback from the day
was very positive, with many
students expressing that they would
like to have these days more often!



The Circus Show, organised by the 
Performing Arts faculty, was held in Term 2, 
Week 7. The circus students worked hard to 
convey the forbidden love story of Rhona 
and Jaimee based on Shakespeare's 
famous play, Romeo and Juliet. All the 
students put in lots of effort when practising 
and rehearsing their performance and the 
end result was spectacular as the audience 
walked out truly amazed! 
 
Here’s an audience member's reaction to
the circus show: 
“We walked into the gym to find mats, 
trampolines and all sorts of equipment laying
around as we made our way to our seats.
Silence filled the room. As soon as the lights
turned off you could feel the excitement as
the performers made their way to their
starting positions. Suddenly the gym was
filled with bright colours as students spun
ribbons, juggled balls and jumped across the
place! Nobody knew where to look as more
and more students came out performing
various breathtaking stunts. There were
students hanging from the ceiling on silks,
whilst those on the floor were doing
cartwheels, front flips, back flips and even
human towers.  

The audience cheered on as they watched 
the show. We saw students create a 
forbidden love bloom between Rhona and 
Jaimee who were from different families. 
One had an overprotective brother who 
wanted Rhona to stay away from Jaimee, 
whilst the other family was focused on 
making peace between both Rhona and 
Jaimee’s families. Their forbidden love 
resulted in a battle between Jaimee and 
Rhona’s brother. Laughter broke out, as 
characters complained, so the students 
changed the script there and then until 
everybody found their own happy ending.”  

INTERVIEW

What was the best thing
about the Circus Show? 
I enjoyed spending time
with my friends and
showing everyone what we
do in circus. 
 
How did you prepare for
the show and how long did
you spend rehearsing each
week? 
We got split into three
groups and everyone in the
group made up a certain bit
of the performance which
took around 3 weeks of
class time and then a full
week of rehearsals. 
 
What were the audience’s
reaction to the show? 
There was a lot of cheering
which boosted my
confidence and a lot of the
kids were shocked at what
we could do. 
 

WITH CAST MEMBER, 
Lowarna Bubb-Edwards

CIRCUS SHOW
2018

BY ABRIAL HAY



Throughout Semester One at CPAHS our
students have been involved in a vast array of
English activities and learning opportunities. Our
Incursion Program saw Year 9 students engage
actively in a crime scene investigation with our
local police liaison officer, Constable Alan
Clapman, in Term 1.  
 
In Term 2, Year 9 students also had the
opportunity to experience a Romeo and Juliet
Interactive Shakespeare production, whilst all
Year 8 students had the opportunity to share in
the stories of the inaugural Australian Children’s
Laureate and celebrated author, performer and
poet Boori Pryor. Boori has written several
award-winning books with Meme McDonald,
including Maybe Tomorrow, My Girragundji, The
Binna Binna Man and Njunjul the Sun. His picture
book collaboration with Jan Ormerod, Shake a
Leg, won the Prime Minister's Literary Award for
Children's Fiction in 2011. All Year 10 students
will be given the opportunity to view a live
production of Shakespeare’s infamous play, The
Tragedy of Macbeth, early this term. 
 
Our Public Speaking Program has also been a
huge success with the annual Year 9 Speech
Slam taking place at the end of Term 1.  

Mish MashMish MashEnglis
h

Englis
h

The quality of the speeches by our finalists this
year was outstanding.  The student jury had
the unenviable task of selecting the overall
winners. A big congratulations to all our
finalists on such an amazing event!    
 
Our debating teams have also been busy
competing in several regional competitions
throughout the semester. Our youngest
debaters in Years 7 and 8 participated in their
first debate against Westfields High School at
the end of Term 2. 
 
Our senior students have not missed out! The
Year 12 Advanced class attended Riverside
Theatre in Term 1 to see a live performance of
their set text; Shakespeare’s tragi-comedy,
The Tempest. After the performance the
students stayed back to partake in a
symposium, which was led by the Sport of
Jove company director who linked the play
specifically to the HSC Area of Study –
Discovery. Our Year 12 students have also
been given several opportunities to attend
holiday workshops throughout Semester 1 to
fine tune their writing skills under exam
conditions in the lead up to their upcoming
HSC exams. 
 
It’s certainly has been a lively and busy
Semester 1 at CPAHS for all our students in
English.  
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COURTNEY TIMMINS

This year the CPAHS Gazette Team have decided to offer an annual student internship to
a student who demonstrates potential in the field of journalism and displays a keen

interest in pursuing a career in media studies.  
 

 The Magazine Team are proud to announce Courtney Timmins of Year 8 as the 2018
recipient of the CPAHS Gazetteship this year. Courtney has demonstrated a passion for
journalism and a high level of interest in visual media design. She has willingly given up
her own time to learn how to use CANVA software, which is the program used to visually

design the CPAHS Gazette.  
 

Courtney will have the opportunity to work closely with Miss Love and Mrs Woo throughout
the remainder of the year on future articles and the visual design of upcoming editions.

Well done, Courtney.  
 

If you are interested in applying for next year’s annual CPAHS Gazetteship keep your eye
out for further details which will appear in the 2018 Term 4 edition.  

 
 

CPAHS GAZETTE TEAM

CPAHS Gazetteship  
WHO HAS RECEIVED THE FIRST



When we went to English at the beginning of Term 2, our 
teacher asked our class a question we thought we would 
never be able to answer...  
 
 
 

We worked hard over the term to ensure that every fine
detail was right for our escape rooms. We used a wide
range of props to set the scene, including padlocks,
swords, fake blood, poison, UV torches, invisible ink,
candles and a real-life 'dead' Romeo and Juliet. Our
friends and other teachers had a go at our escape
rooms in groups of 4. They tried to solve the puzzles
we made. In one escape room the puzzles included
knowing the correct date the play was published and
reading lines from the play in the correct order. The
final puzzle led the group to finding the key to get out of
the escape room, which was hidden in the joined
hands of Romeo and Juliet! 
 
Overall, the escape rooms were a huge success. The
Deputy Principal, English teachers and peers all left
with smiles and laughter once they escaped the rooms.
Over the term our class developed an unexpected love
for the play, Romeo and Juliet. A huge thank you to our
teacher, Miss Love who made studying Shakespeare
so much fun this term. 

"HOW CAN WE MAKE SHAKESPEARE 
MORE FUN AND ENJOYABLE?" 

After some brainstorming, we decided as a class to come 
up with a fun way for our year group to revise 'Romeo and 
Juliet' at the end of the term. 
We decided that we could create escape rooms to test the 
knowledge of our peers on what they had learnt about 
Shakespeare. Throughout the term, our English teacher 
taught us about the context of Shakespeare and how to 
analyse the play. We also spent time acting the play out as
a class. At the end of every lesson, we were given 30
minutes of project time where we worked in groups to plan
puzzles to be included in our escape room. 
 
Our English teacher even organised an excursion for us to
the Escape Rooms at Narellan, where we got to experience
an escape room for ourselves and learnt how to create our 
very own.  
 





Astrid GrahamPASSION TO
PAY IT

FORWARD

RISING STAR
BEYOND THE SCHOOL WALLS

Astrid is an ordinary girl who changed
her life by doing something
extraordinary. Something completely
uncalled for. 
Not only did it change her own life but,
most importantly, it changed the lives
of others. How does one simply think of
something amazing and then make it
happen? It takes a kind heart,
dedication, passion, a caring attitude,
but most importantly, a determination
to make the lives of your local
community better. This is the story of a
girl who persisted. The story of a girl
who would not give up until she was
able to help others. 
 
Despite possessing the traits needed to
help others, Astrid never imagined her
idea could grow into something so big
and noticed, but her big heart and soul
made it go further than she could have
ever imagined.  Whilst others her age
would spend time playing or thinking
mainly of themselves, Astrid shifted her
focus solely to helping others. From
little things, big things grow; a cliche
that would soon prove all too true. 

YEAR 7

Astrid knew that if she wanted to help
people, she'd need to be able to first
fund it. Between working hard at school
and dancing, behind the scenes Astrid
was tie dying socks, which she sold to
raise money for her projects to help
those who most needed assistance in
her local community. She also
volunteers in nursing homes, schools,
donates to refugee centres and
women's refuges. Astrid also set up a
Facebook page to fundraise called  Help
Astrid Pay It Forward. In a short space
of time and only in her sixth grade of
school, Astrid had transformed herself,
and the lives of others. And it all
started with a simple idea; 'Help my
fellow humans.' 
 

 
Astrid's crowning achievement, after
this journey of selflessness, was
becoming the young Citizen of the Year
for Campbelltown. She has since
received significant media coverage and
been recognised by many as a
wonderful young ambassador for
Campbelltown, and a role model for
other young people looking to help  
others. Her story can teach us, if
nothing else, that through persistence
and passion, we can change the lives of
others. 
 

WRITTEN BY: Alyssa Botoric,  Zoe
Weigand, Akeisha Ponting, Ava  Mafulu,

Tsehay Hawkins, Teegan Latimer,
Sophie  Wrigley and Skye Roberts 
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CPAHS Gazette Team
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